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The effect of proximity and distance in explaining phonological and morphological

issues

Abstract

The proximity and distance constitute a real phenomenon in the linguistic thinking of Arabic
scholars, they used them as a tool to direct and justify the linguistic uses. This study is to clarify
the proximity and distance’s dimensions in explaining phonetic and morphological issues, This
study discusses with research and analysis the effect of proximity and distance in explaining
phonetic and morphological issues, and it includes a preface, two chapters, eleven requirements
and a conclusion. Regarding the preface, it covers the concept of proximity and distance
linguistically and idiomatically. On the other hand, the first topic covers five demands, which are
phonetic issues explained by scholars relying on proximity and distance, such as slurring,
substitution, tilting, convergence, and spacing between sounds. Whereas the second topic dealt
with six demands distributed on morphological issues, directed by scholars based on proximity
and distance, related to declension, diminutive, accusative, and adverbial. As for the conclusion,
it included the most important findings of the study, including: that proximity and distance
constitute a tool of reasoning on which grammarians relied in their explanations and directions
for the various linguistic issues, and there are terms in the language that denote proximity and
distance, such as; approximation, proximity, similarity, and the present tense. and the duality of
proximity and distance met with several pairs, as the duality of strength and weakness, the
duality of lightness and heaviness, the duality of origin and branch in explaining some vocal and
morphological changes, in order to achieve linguistic harmony between the element of both the
word and the sentence, this duality was also showed up in the spatial and semantic dimensions in
directing phonetic and morphological issues, and was deeply present in the phonetic level and
then in the morphological level.
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